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d epar t men t m u s t p e r i od i c a l l y r e v i ew t h e i n f o r ma t i on t o i d e n t i f y
potential policies an d p ra ctices of reporting facilities that
are detrimental to the pub lic hea lth, and rec onInended
appropr i a t e admi n i s t r at i ve/ l eg i s l at i ve r espons es t o such
policies and practices to the Health and Human Services
Committ ee . Th e de p a r t m e n t m u s t a n nu a l l y r e p o r t i t s f i n d i ng s a n d
current or p la nned ac tivities in this regard, if any, to the
Chair p e r s o n o f t he c ce an i t t e e . Se c t i o n 7 o f t he ame n d ment, t h e
department is required to publish an annual statistical report
from i n f o r ma t i o n co l l e c t ed un d e r t he a c t c o n t a i n i ng : on e , t he 2 0
m ost frequently performed outpatient surgical p rocedures; two ,
total persons s e rved by each lis ted procedure; three, total
persons served by county and state of residence and region of
servi ce ; and f ou r , aver a g e b i l l i ng . . .bi l l char g e s f or such
procedure. No information may be published or disclosed by t he
depar t men t i n a ma nn e r t h a t i d en t i f i e s or ma y b e u s ed t o
identify any individual hospital or ambulatory surgical center.
Under Sec t i o n 8 o f t he amend ment c os t s assoc i at e d w i t h t he
implementat i o n o f t he a ct m a y be co n s i d e r ed by t h e de p a r t m ent i n
establishing hospital and outpatient surgical center licensing
fees. Gen eral Funds may not be used to pay for such costs.
Section 9 of the amendmert requires the department to adopt and
promulgate rules and regulations under the act which must comply
with all applicable provisions of federal law and minimize
additional costs to reporting facilities. Senator Cunningham
has w o r ked o n t h i s fo r th e l as t t wo yea r s . I t hank hi m fo r h i s
introduction, both last year and this year, for this tireless
effort on this issue. I believe it represents an important step
f orward f o r t he hea l t h of Nebr as k a ns . The i mpor t a n c e o f
health - r e l a t e d d a t a c a n no t b e o v e r s t a t e d . The p r ov i s i o ns of
LB 73 in the conInittee amendment have been drafted to comply
with all applicable provisions of federal law, specifically the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, or
HIPAA. I wou l d j u s t a s k f o r ad op t i o n o f t h e a me ndm en t a n d
advancement of the bill. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Se n a t o r Je n s e n . You ' v e he a r d t h e
o pening o n t he He a l t h a nd H u ma n Se r v i c e s Conl n i t t e e ame n d ment .
Mr. Cl e r k .

CLERK: Mr. President, S enator Ty s on would move to amend the
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